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: UNDER THE EYES OF HIS COMMANDER

Nn LEsSS a personage than Major-General James H. Wilson was the sponsor for

the distinetion bestowed upon First Lieutenant Joseph S. Hedges, of whom he
says: “He was as good a soldier as I ever knew and would never ask his men to i
go where he did not actually lead them.”

Lientenant Hedges was a member of the Fourth U. 8. Cavalry, and at Little
Harpeth River, Tenn., on the evening of December 17, 1564, under the direction
and personal observation of General Wilson, made a charge upon a rebel force
] which elicited the admiration of the Union commander, who after the battle “took
E great pleasure " in commending the lieutenant and personally secured for him the
Medal of Honor.

The general himself gives this version of the noted charge :

“It was directed straight against a field battery in action at the center of the
line of infantry in line of battle and was one of the best and most successful charges
of cavalry it was ever my fortune to witness. Lieutenant Hedges, serving as my
escort, rode along, leading his gallant regiment down the turnpike head-on against
the battery, broke through it, sabred the gunners, captured or caused the abandon-
ment of three guns, and continued his pursnit, spreading terror and confusion among
the enemy until stopped by darkness, It is the only case I know of in which a
cavalry regiment charged and broke through a Confederate line of battle composed
of infantry and artillery in action and captured the guns.”

“WE WILL, LIEUTENANT; WE WILL”

EYE—WITNE:;SE&; pronounce the feat of First Lieutenant
William H. Walling at Fort Fisher, N. C,, Decem-
ber 25, 1865, as among the most daring achievements of
the entire campaign. The lieutenant’s superiors and
generals commanding were especially profuse in their
commendation of his bravery, from Major-General Ben-
jamin F. Butler, Brigadier-General A. Ames, Brevet
Brigadier-General N. W. Curtis, Major-General
Godfrey Weitzel to Lieutenant-Colonel Albert M.
Barney, of the One hundred and forty-second New
York Infantry, of which organization Lieutenant S eoriolioTarmoryig TP

'~ Walling was a member. General Curtis even went Woin. mk Banpul, B, X

80 far as to say that it was “one of the most gallant

exploits of the war.” In fact, in view of the universal praise, Lieutenant Walling's

deed stands out boldly as the one redeeming feature in an otherwise unfortunate

undertaking, as the first attempt to take Fort Fisher has been characterized.

WILLIAM H. WALLING,

First Lientenant. 0o, C, 142d
New York Infantry.




